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The attraction is simple: the splendours of Lake Simcoe and the 
serenity of the forests and woodlands. 

In the early 1800s, families purchased large parcels of lakefront and transformed them into picturesque 
seasonal estates. In the early 1900s, an electric railway replaced the lake steamers and private launches 
as the main means of transportation. This drew more people and a service economy was created. 

Over time, many of the large estate properties were subdivided into lakefront and back lots and 
communities sprang up bonded by the allure of Lake Simcoe’s south shore. As time passed, many 
cottages were converted into year-round homes. However, the aura of the “gilded days” still remains. 

  

In 1907, Toronto’s streetcar system was extended north to include communities on Lake Simcoe’s 
east shoreline. Electrifi ed, “high-speed” trams stopped at lakeside communities on the way up to 
Jackson’s Point, which provided seasonal residents a fast way to the cottage for only 78 cents a 
ride. The operation ceased in 1931, a victim of the Depression and the increasing use of private 
automobiles and buses.  

Map Design: Mark Setter; Graphic Design: Daniel Faucher Design; GIS Data and Orthography: Jason 
Anderson; Research: Karen Wolfe; Photos: The People of the Lakeshore Communities; Special thanks to the people of 
the Lakeshore Communities who worked on this project and to the Georgina Historical Society. 
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For more information or to obtain copies of the map 
contact the ABG at 449 The Queensway South, Suite 300, 
Keswick, Ontario L4P 2C2. Maps are available folded 
or fl at as posters. Proceeds go to help ABG community 
improvement programs. 
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Roches Point has the distinction of once being considered for the site 
of the capital of Upper Canada. Upper Canada’s Lieutenant Governor, 
Major General Sir Peregrine Maitland, purchased the core 200-acre 
tract in 1822 for £450 from original settler James Roche. Maitland 
saw Keswick (as the area was called at the time) as the ideal lookout 
across Cook’s Bay to Holland Landing to provide security from attack 
by Americans. 

In 1862, Reverend Walter Stennett, a minister and former teacher 
at Upper Canada College, settled in the area and as therapy, built 
the beautiful and charming Christ Church. Among his real estate 
activities was building a house “Beechcroft.” Soon afterwards, Anson G. 
P. Dodge, American ex-pat and president of the Georgian Bay Lumber 
Company, turned it into a gabled mansion with 40 acres of beautiful 
garden. A later owner of Beechcroft was fi nancier Sir Edmund Osler 
and the property remained in Osler family hands for over 100 years. 
The neighbouring estate Lakehurst is of equal historical prominence. 
This 1860s mansion was once owned by a British naval offi cer, Captain 
Isaac May. His steamer, Emily May, was one of many that criss-crossed 
the lake connecting many Lake Simcoe communities.

Lakeshore lodges were an early feature of Lake Simcoe tourism. Several 
were located in Roches Point including the Hamilton and Morton 
lodges. 

1. LAKESIDE CHANGE HOUSE AT BEECHCROFT 2. THE GOVERNMENT DOCK 3. NORDOFF 
4. THE MINOTA 5. MARYHOLME

Roches Point

Four family names are synonymous with the 
settlement of Willow Beach – Reed, Huntley, 
Jewell and Sedore. But it was Thomas Huntley who 
purchased 500 acres in the 1800s and built a small log 
house which was later was renovated and converted 
into an inn for tourists called Coolmere Lodge. At 
the same time, James Reed brought his family to 
the Lake Simcoe by wagon train and eventually 
settled on the north half of Lot 11, Conc. 9 where 
his descendants still live today. The property is still 
farmed by his great, great granddaughter Margaret 
and her husband Gary Sedore, a descendant of 
another Willow Beach fi rst family. Reed/Sedore 
family folklore tells of a native trading tree still 
standing on the property where early settlers traded 
eggs and butter for fi sh and Indian baskets. 

1. COOLMERE LODGE 2. HUNTLEY HOUSE AKA “FAIRBANK”

Willow BeachIsland Grove

The name Island Grove signifi es the connection between 
the land and Snake Island linked by a ferry. Long-time 
Reeve Charles Willoughby is credited with building a 
store and post offi ce there and it was his wife who named 
the community for the island and the large grove of 
elms on the mainland. Other families associated with 
the early development of the Island Grove community 
include Sheppard, Draper, and Pugsley. 

Hollywood Lodge was central to the development of 
the area for day trippers and seasonal residents. 

1. HOLLYWOOD LODGE 2. WILLOUGHBY’S STORE AND POST OFFICE 3. AERIAL VIEW 

Family names connected to the early 
settling of Crescent Beach are Peter Bissett 
and Luther Draper who both owned farms 
stretching from Baseline Rd. north to the 
lake in the 1870s.  

1. TAYKITEZE COTTAGE 2. CRESCENT BEACH SHORELINE 
3. CRESCENT BEACH SHORELINE

Crescent 
Beach

Orchard 
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The area now known as Orchard Beach was 
originally a farm owned by George Yates. In 
the early 1920s, he constructed nine lakeside 
cottages which were some of the fi rst in the area. 
In 1922, W. S. Johnston subdivided 15 acres to 
create Orchard Beach Gardens with cottage lots 
for sale. Well-known Canadian personalities 
Conn Smythe, Mazo de la Roche and Kenneth 
Smith further shaped the community. Such 
celebrities as Danny Kaye and Bob Hope, 
hockey greats Ted Kennedy, Hap Day and Eddie 
Shore visited and played golf on the picturesque 
Orchard Beach course.   

1. A PRETTY DRIVE 2. ALONG THE SHORE 3. LAKE DRIVE

Snake Island 

Snake Island was the initial Chippewa settlement of Chief Joseph Snake 
in the early 1800s. In 1830 Lake Simcoe’s Chippewa were forced to move 
to Coldwater, west of Lake Simcoe, as part of a government experiment in 
colonization. They were returned six years later and thrived under Chief 
Snake’s leadership. He later moved his people to the larger Georgina Island 
nearby. 

 In 1919, Jacob and Mary Big Sail who were one of the few native families 
remaining on Snake Island invited John Brundle, acknowledged as the island’s 
fi rst “cottager,” to build a cabin. Mr. Brundle was followed by the Beattie 
family who built a girls’ camp, and by 1935, approximately 135 cottages 
had been erected. In 1954 Ontario Hydro laid armoured conductor cable 
to Snake Island and a telephone line followed a few years later. Today, many 
cottages dot the periphery of the island and the only evidence of the original 
native settlement is a graveyard where Chief Joseph Snake is buried. 

CHIEF JOSEPH SNAKE’S GRAVE SITE: 1 GIRLS CAMP: 2

Eastbourne

The Eastbourne community was once a farm owned by 
William Woods who sold 200 acres to early cottager 
Tom Bradshaw. Once the Toronto York Radial Railway 
began operating the area became a magnet for celebrities 
and families. The Eastbourne Golf Club, still the hub 
of the community, was originally a fi ve-hole course 
with tomato cans for holes and cricket stumps for tee-
offs. The course was later re-designed by a pro from 
Toronto’s Rosedale Golf Club. By 1913, the Eastbourne 
course was surrounded by charming summer homes 
and has been a recreational mecca for Canadian golf 
champions. 

1. SHEEP ON THE GOLF COURSE 2.THE EASTBOURNE RADIAL RAILWAY STOP, #92  
3. ALERT, A PRIVATE LAUNCH 

Balfour Beach

The name Balfour Beach comes from the Balfour Declaration of 
1917 which opened migration to Palestine by Jewish people. Rose 
Dunkelman purchased the land in the mid 1920s from a resident 
farmer. She used a gentile lawyer to circumvent the restrictive 
racial covenants of the day and built and rented approximately 30 
cottages. These have since been sold and upgraded and some are 
now year-round homes. Mrs. Dunkleman is also credited with 
founding Camp Katonim, a children’s day camp still in operation. 
The camp, a waterfront lagoon and public areas of Balfour Beach 
are currently managed by a well-organized beach association. 

1. AT CAMP 2. AERIAL VIEW 

Mossington 
point

Thomas Mossington was one of this area’s 
early settlers. He took possession of 291 
acres in 1836 on Lot 15, Conc. 9. As was 
typical of some early homes in the area, 
the Mossington house was constructed 
of squared logs. It is said that the house 
and property were protected by guns 
strategically positioned along the front of 
the house and a trap-door inside offered 
an escape for occupants through a tunnel 
which led to Lake Simcoe. A York County 
map of 1884 identifi es other early lakefront 
owners in the area as Davies, Sibbald, 
Cowan, Lindsay and Cameron. The 
popular Budapest Lodge was one of a chain 
of lakefront lodges. 

Welcoming Gateways

APPROXIMATE ROUTE OF THE TORONTO YORK RADIAL RAILWAY (NOW METRO ROAD)
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